WASHINGTON COUNTY
GEORGIA

Georgia’s ninth county, first in the nation to be named
for George Washington, was created in 1784 for granting
land to soldiers for Revolutionary War services.

The courthouse square is located on the old stage coach
road from Louisville to Milledgeville, both former state
capitals.

Sandersville grew around the courthouse on the site of
the intersection of Indian trails. An Indian trading post at
the crossing later became the location of Mr. Saunders’
general store and stage coach stop. He gave land for a
town which was laid out in 1796. Chartered and named
Sandersville in 1812, the town became the seat of govern-
ment in the county. Although growth was slow, farming
gave the town a solid economic foundation which
blossomed in the late nineteenth century. The advent of
short railroad lines connecting to the Central of Georgia
in Tennille, plus agricultural prosperity produced a
vigorous economy and a building boom.

Around 1900 the county reached its maximum popula-
tion, and Sandersville expressed this confidence in
building and remodeling its homes and businesses.
Around this rich architectural heritage, the town continues
to prosper.

WASHINGTON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Welcome to this self-guided driving tour designed by the
Washington County Historical Society in cooperation with the
Chamber of Commerce. The sites are numbered, but may be
studied in any sequence. There are many other places of historic
interest in the county. Personnel at the Museum, the Chamber of
Commerce, or the Library can help you with suggestions, direc-
tions and maps.

The Society was incorporated in 1976 to make the public aware
of its vanishing heritage. Its projects include home tours, participa-
tion in Vanishing Georgia, transformation of the County Jail into
the Washington County Museum, publication of two historical art
portfolios and genealogically valuable surveys, restoration of the
City Cemetery and achieving National Register listings.

Washington County Historical Society
P.O. Box 692

Sandersville, Georgia 31082
912-552-6965
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On the Court House Grounds

The monument honors Jared Irwin of Washington County who
served 2 terms as Governor of Georgia. It bears bullet scars from
Sherman's march.

Octagonal gazebo housing the Chamber of Ccommerns was
originally the bandstand for the ‘‘Florence Symphony,’’ a musical
ensemble named for the daughter of Louis Cohen, a leading
entrepreneur.
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Washmgtan County Court House

In the square, 1868. J. W. Renfroe, contractor. Central part was
3rd brick courthouse on the site, the two previous being lost to
fires: one in 1855 destroyed most of the town; the second, General
Sherman burned In 1864 on his March through Georgia. Clock
tower added in renovation by L. F. Goodrich, 1899. West annex
added In 1939, H. L. McCaskill, architect. National Register.
Visitors welcome.

Courthouse sketch by Middle Georgia artist Sterling Everett, a
Washington County native.
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